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There is another way.
For over a decade, CFP has served as a model of equality,
security and dignity for all. Through joint nonviolence action
in the present, we lay the foundation for a nonviolent future.

ABOUT US
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In 2006, Palestinian and Israeli former
combatants laid down their weapons and
established Combatants for Peace (CfP).
Committed to joint nonviolence since its
foundation, CfP works to end the Israeli
occupation and all forms of violence to
build a peaceful future. For over a decade
we have led grass roots activities based
on shared values of f reedom, democracy,
security and dignity for all. We inspire
profound individual and communal
change in Israel and Palestine and serve
as a model for societies across the world
separated by seemingly intractable
violence. Combatants for Peace is the
world’s only nonviolent movement
founded and sustained by former armed
combatants in an ongoing conflict.
The unique impact of our grassroots,
binational approach was recognized
in both 2017 and 2018 when CfP was
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize.

SUMMARY
OF THE YEAR
Dear Friends and supporters,
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In 2019 we were actively working to bring peace
closer, to bring our peoples closer to each
other. Our regional groups did an amazing job
in reconstruction, protection and education in
connection with the occupation. We welcomed
more than 9000 people for our annual IsraeliPalestinian Memorial Day and have been active
in dozens of demonstrations and events in Israel
and in Palestine. Our activity demonstrated to
us and to the world that it is possible to change
reality. We are here to create hope for peaceful
coexistence of our two peoples, based on justice,
equality and solidarity.
All of this would not have been possible without your most
generous support. In the name of all the activists in Combatants
for Peace, we want to thank you and also urge you to continue to
walk on the path of justice with us in 2020 as well.
In peace and solidarity,
the Leadership committee and activists of Combatants for Peace

“The most meaningful thing that happened to me during
the seminar was to see the reality with my own eyes and get
a deeper understanding of it. Everyone should understand
that Israel can’t be a democracy while keeping up the occupation.”
A participant of a leadership seminar
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OUR KEY
ACTIVITIES

2019 saw us pursue our activism
in our four main f ields of
work. Resistance to the Israeli
occupation and the growing
provocations of settlers in the
West Bank is more than ever
needed. Our contribution to it
are solidarity actions among
local vulnerable communities.
In parallel, we continued to
invest a great deal of time in
peace
education
meetings.
We met over 14.000 people in
Israel/Palestine. The biggest
event was the annual Memorial
Day Ceremony and, in addition,
we held more than a hundred
meetings and lectures with
youth. We organized about
twenty tours in the occupied
Palestinian territory, and, as part
of our advocacy campaigning,
we
sent
two
groups
of
Combatants to the US.

Resistance
Non-violent actions

Tours

Seeing the reality

Peace Education
Community building

Advocacy

Raising our voice

In 2019, we built playgrounds in
the Jordan Valley, participated

in olive harvests around the
Palestinian town of Qualqilia areas targeted by settlers. We
rebuilt demolished homes and
structures in the South, and
in the Jordan Valley, where we
accompanied local shepherds
on a daily basis to protect them
f rom settler attacks. We joined
direct action coalitions such
as a campaign in Kfar Malik,
protecting water rights of the
residents of Wallaje ( just South
of Jerusalem) and against home
demolitions in the Wadi Hummus
and Issawyia neighborhoods of
East Jerusalem.

RESISTANCE

Our binational regional groups
are the core of the Combatants
for Peace movement: building
a community of activists to end
the occupation and actualize
our shared values. Through
these groups, the members
who come f rom Israeli and
Palestinian cities pair up and
work on addressing local needs
and problems. In addition to
our regional groups there is a
women’s group and a theatre
group.

RESISTANCE

KFAR MALIK
Kfar Malik, a village located 17 km
northeast of Ramallah, became a central
spot for our non-violent resistance
against the Israeli occupation in 2019.
Kfar Malik symbolizes the injustice
faced by thousands of Palestinians
in the West Bank, where settlers
appropriate cultivable lands to build
illegal housing, and in the case of
Kfar Malik, operate a quarry. The
tensions with the local inhabitants
rose earlier, in the 1980s. When two
more encroaching settler “outposts”
appeared in 2019, community leaders
approached our movement and this
was the beginning of a signif icant
partnership. Together we organized
a demonstration in the village and
on the road leading to the nearby
settlement, even hosting a “pray-in”,
that is, a memorable meeting where
religious leaders of all faiths and
traditions prayed together to protest
the occupation. Most importantly, all
the participants demonstrated that
Palestinians and Israelis can speak up
together.

Acompanying sheperds
in the Jordan valley

PEACE EDUCATION
The annual Israeli-Palestinian Memorial
Day Ceremony is undoubtedly our
flagship project. This is our tool to reach
out to broad parts of society and a starting
point for peace education. We organize
the Memorial together with the Parents
Circle - Families Forum. In 2019 the
ceremony took place on the 7th of May in
Tel Aviv, for the 14th time. Remembering
together both Israelis and Palestinians
who lost their lives in this conflict, the
Memorial sends a strong message that
acknowledges both the asymmetry
and the mutual suffering of our two

societies. Albeit unequal, both Israelis
and Palestinians are victims of violence
but also capable of changing our future.
This unique event provides a vehicle
for Israelis and Palestinians to grieve
together and to stand strong, together,
in demanding an end to the occupation.
We provide a cathartic alternative for
Israelis who want to commemorate
the traditional Israeli Memorial Day but
seek a ceremony that both honours the
victims of violence without inflaming
nationalist and militaristic passions.
The year in and year out, the Memorial

succeeds in injecting Combatants for Peace’s
values, rejecting violence and embracing
another way, into public discourse. It produces
hope. We view this as a model for Israeli,
Palestinian and international audiences –
demonstrating that nonviolent, bi-national
cooperation is feasible. Thanks to domestic
and overseas media coverage, including over
50,000 people livestreaming the ceremony,
we are able to spread our message and call on
ever-increasing numbers of people to join our
movement for peace.

9000 people in HaYarkon Park Tel Aviv say yes to peace
Last year we again managed to raise the number of participants in
the joint Israeli-Palestinian Memorial Day Ceremony. Despite the many attacks
and attempts to prevent us f rom holding this event, we came together for an
evening of mourning our loved-ones and created hope for the future.

S H AR IN G SO R R OW.
BRINGING HOPE.

Our volunteers share their personal transformation:
how they moved from the cycle of violence to become
peace activists using only non-violent tools in pursuit
of their goals.
Storytelling - done verbally, or using drama - is one of
our strongest tools to educate for peace. Most of the
young people we meet have a heuristic experience: for
the first time in their lives, they meet the “Other”, the
“Enemy” - they meet a Palestinian or an Israeli, outside
of the usual, generally hostile, context. The “Other” is
made human, and this experience stays with people
forever. It is especially powerful, and important, when
this meeting occurs just before the young Israelis begin their army service.
This year we met 3600 people, 42% of them young
people, in our seminars, our appearances in pre army
courses, and lectures.

TOURS

PERSONAL
STORIES

We bring Israeli and international youth, decision
makers and the wide public to see with their own
eyes the reality of the occupation. Our tours are guided by Palestinian and Israeli activists. Beyond explaining the history and the “facts on the ground” created
by settlers and the Israeli army, there is always space
to share personal stories and to allow conversations
with local people. We decided to focus on areas that
are subject to the greatest danger of the creeping
annexation policy of the Israeli government: the Jordan valley, the South Hebron Hills and the villages
around Bethlehem. All these places lay on Area C,
under complete control of Israel and constituting 61%
of the West Bank, and are also accessible to Israelis.
We guided more than a dozen tours in 2019, allowing
some hundreds of Israelis to see, close-up, just what
occupation means.
We developed a new program in 2019: a leadership
seminar in cooperation with Breaking the Silence
and Ir Amim. The 3-day long seminar takes place in
Beit Jalla, it is directed to youth educators. Next to indepth educational meetings, there are tours guided
by the experts of the three NGO-s. We had 3 seminars
with 60 participants in total.

Memorial Day Survey Results
Served in the army

88%

Lost a family member of a
friend

41%

Relatively new to the event 35%
(firts or second time)
Main reasons for participantion

76% The binational
statement
58% This is the right
way to mark the day
19% Because they want
to be more involved in
the peace movement

Willingness to participate
again

78% Definitely yes

Willingness to join the
activities of CfP or Family
Forum after participating
in the Memorial Day Ceremony

46% Definitely yes
32% Maybe

14% Probably yes

8% No

OUR IMPACT

2.5% of the 9000 participants filled in the survey after the Ceremony, on a voluntary basis. These are the
main findings:

3.5% of the 3650 participants filled in the survey after meeting with us. About half of them are Israelis, 45% are internationals and 5% are Palestinian youth.

Meetings & Tours Survey Results
Have you participated in
similar meetings in the
past?

58% This is the first time
42% Have already participated

Do you feel that you learnt 68% Definetely did learn a lot
something new during this 7% Did learn something
meeting?
14% Did not learn much
11% Doesn’t know/didn’t answer
Strongest feelings towards Hope
the Israeli-Palestinian con- Frustration
Motivation, Energy
flict
Disappointment
Commitment
Would you be open to
participate at binational
non-violent activities to
promote peace between
Palestinians and Israelis?

57% Absolutely yes
30% Maybe yes
10% Not sure
3% Definetly not

Main reasons to participate This is the right thing to do
Out of care
Out of curiosity
Main reasons of hesitation
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Being afraid of the police/getting injured
Lack of time
Being afraid of the consequences

ADVOCACY

OUR INTERNATIONAL
NETWORK
We believe that much of our advocacy work must take place
abroad. Thanks to the American Friends of Combatants
for Peace and a similar group of supporters in Germany,
our international network grows each year. In 2019, our
colleagues Michal, Galia, Suleiman and Tuli travelled to the
US in separate events. They addressed varied audiences and
made new contacts; they continued the effort to meet with
and educate American legislators and opinion makers in
the US, Germany, and elsewhere in Europe. The American
Friends of CfP launched a Young Leaders Fellowship
preparing young Jews and Palestinians living in the US
become CfP’s spokespeople. Activism on our behalf was
launched in ten different US communities. Our German
Supporters plan at least three tours for 2020. And a new
Friends group has been formed in Sweden as well.
Last but not least, we made sure to reach out to the world
through regular newsletters and posts on our Facebook
pages in English, Arabic and Hebrew.

RESPONSIBLE
FINANCIAL
ADMINISTRATION
Thanks to our generous donors, individuals and
organizations, we had a balanced budget in
2019. All our accounting is annually approved by
an independent auditor and all financial reports
are available on request and published on-line
according to Israeli law. Most of the funds went
directly into our activities, while keeping administration costs low. Indeed most of the positions
in the movement offer only a symbolical salary.

EXPENSES 2019 (524.000 USD)
Personnel Costs
36%
Activities/Programming:
56%

Additional
Operating
expenses
8%

INCOME (521.000 USD)
Individual donations
6%
American Friends of CfP
28%
Die Schwelle
2%
World Vision
2%
B8 of Hope
2%
Rosa Luxemburg
2%

IWagePeace
NIF USA
2%
4%
Crowd funding for Memorial Day
14%
Parent's circle
3%
NIF Israel
2%
AGEH
13%

Bread for the World
20%

* Salaries for professionals in Management, Administration, Media, Project Coordination)
Please note some of the above numbers are approximates, based on conversions from Israeli
shekels and Euros to USD.
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office@cfpeace.org
www.cfpeace.org
facebook.com/c4peace
twitter.com/cfpeace

LET ’S KEEP IN TOUCH!

Combatants for Peace
(NGO ID-Nr. 513797902)

