
October 4, 2021 

 

To: 

Ms. Sarah Muscroft, Head of Office for UN OCHA in the Occupied Palestinian Territory 

Mr. Renato ZERBINI RIBEIRO LEÃO, Chair of the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rights 

Mr. Sven Koopmans as the EU’s Special Representative (EUSR) for the Middle East Peace Process 

Mr. Tor Wennesland, United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process 

Deputy of Tor Wennesland and United Nations Resident Coordinator for the  HastingsMrs Lynn 

ian TerritoryOccupied Palestin 

Mr. John Clarke, Head of Office of the Quartet 

  

Israel's policy to deny Palestinians’ access to water in Area C 

  

We, the undersigned global coalition of human rights organizations and people of conscience around 

the world, ask you to act decisively to put an end to the State of Israel’s illegal and immoral policy 

that prevents access to water by the Palestinian communities living in Area C in the West Bank. 

While many communities around the world are suffering from water shortages due to the climate 

crisis, in Area C in the West Bank, indigenous communities are suffering from water shortages due to 

policies of the Israeli government. 

The State of Israel has controlled all the natural resources in the West Bank since 1967. It uses these 

resources to exert control over the Palestinian people, and to promote Israeli settlements and 

demographic changes in the region, in violation of its obligations according to international law and a 

long list of UN Security Council Resolutions (242 (1967), 338 (1973), 446 (1979), 452 (1979), 465 

(1980), 476 (1980), 478 (1980), 1397 (2002), 1515 (2003), and 1850 (2008), 2334 (2016). 

Water is one of the most important resources for human life. Access to water is recognized as part of 

the rights for life, health and human dignity that are enshrined in the international conventions to 

which Israel is a signatory, such as the Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989), the International 

Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966), the Fourth Geneva Convention (1949), and 

the instructions appended to the Hague Convention Regarding the Laws and Customs of War on 

Land and its annex (1907). 

Nonetheless, the State of Israel is violating its international obligations, and denying basic human 

rights from the local Palestinian communities in area C, by preventing their access to water. 

While the World Health Organization recommends 100 liters per day per person for personal and 

domestic use, according to B'Tselem Palestinian consumption per person in the West Bank is less 

than 90 liters per day per person, and in Area C it even drops to 20 liters per day. By contrast, an 

average Israeli consumes approximately 300 liters of water a day. 

According to Amnesty International, in November 1967 the Israeli authorities issued Military Order 

158, which stated that Palestinians could not construct any new water installation without first 
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obtaining a permit from the Israeli army. Since then, the extraction of water from any new source or 

the development of any new water infrastructure has required permits from Israel, which have been 

nearly impossible to obtain. 

According to Al-Haq, as part of the Oslo agreements, the State of Israel signed an agreement with 

the Palestinian Authority regarding the distribution of water and the establishing of a joint water 

committee. Since its inception, this agreement has discriminated against the Palestinian population, 

and the joint water committee has always been dysfunctional. Almost 20 years later, the agreements 

have no relevance to the reality on the ground: dozens of new Israeli settlements and outposts have 

been established, while the settlers and the State of Israel continue plundering the natural resources 

of the West Bank, without regard to the needs of the local Palestinian communities. 

The situation is most dire for farmers and shepherds in dozens of Palestinian localities in the south 

Hebron Hills and the Jordan Valley. The Israeli Military Commander of the West Bank does not allow 

these villages to be connected to the running water grid, nor are they permitted to collect rainwater 

(which is “legally” owned by the State). Therefore, these Palestinian communities are forced to buy 

water in the private market year-round and to transport it with expensive water tanks. Delivery costs 

to these localities are particularly high due to poor access, since Palestinians are not permitted to 

build new roads or to pave the old ones. In order to make the lives of these communities more 

miserable, the Military Commander ordered a policy of confiscating water tanks and also of vehicles 

transporting water to the communities. This means that the communities are required to pay a high 

price for the water itself, for the transportation of water, and for the fines required to be paid to the 

Army in order to release the water tanks and the vehicles. In this way many families become 

entrapped in a vicious circle of debts and loans. 

According to UN OCHA oPt, the escalating cost of water in Area C under these conditions is up to 

eight times the average price of water for Palestinians in other parts of the West Bank. In many cases 

water that is delivered is unsafe to drink due to poor sanitation conditions in the tankers, and 

families have to choose between their own water needs and the water needs of their herds and 

agricultural crops. 

In addition to imposing severe restrictions on the development of water infrastructure in these 

localities, Israeli authorities have taken control of the natural water sources that the local 

communities relied on for years. Settlers have taken control over natural springs that have been 

used by Palestinian communities for generations, turning them into tourist and baptismal sites, to 

which Palestinians' access is denied. In addition, cisterns and wells have been destroyed by both the 

Army and settlers, and Palestinians’ access has been blocked.   

The water problem exemplifies the State of Israel's apartheid policy in the West Bank. The Military 

Commander of the West Bank justifies these practices by saying that the Palestinian communities in 

Area C did not receive building permits; however, the Israeli government’s own policy does not allow 

Palestinians to obtain building permits in this area. At the same time, all the Israeli outposts and 

settlers who live in buildings without legal permits are allowed to connect to the water grid. 

This state of affairs is emblematic of Israel’s approach to West Bank natural resources generally, as 

its exclusive property and as a tool to advance the ethnic cleansing of the local Palestinian 
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population in Area C. A constant shortage of water together with the daily violence of the Army and 

the settlers, as well as the settlers' takeover of the grazing and agricultural areas, prevents many 

communities, especially in the southern Hebron Hills and the Jordan Valley, from developing 

economic resilience, thus intensifying poverty and despair. 

This racist, illegal and immoral policy must be stopped. The State of Israel should not be allowed to 

advance its racist and colonialist agenda at the expense of the minimal human existence of the 

residents of the Palestinian communities in Area C. Access to water is a basic human right, even 

when the human in question is Palestinian. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Combatants for Peace, 

 

And the following joining organizations: 

 

 

American Friends of Combatants for Peace  Non Violence Communication 

Anti-violence mothers  

Olive Harvest Coalition For Palestinians 

agricultural rights 

Association Switzerland-Palestine  Other Voice 

BDS Brasil  Our Heritage - the Charter for Democracy 

Boycott from Within (Israeli citizens for BDS)  Peace Watch Switzerland 

Forum for Human Rights in Israel / Palestine  Rebuilding Alliance 

Green party of St Louis  Sisterhood of Salaam Shalom 

Haqel: In Defense of Human Rights  Social Television 

Ir Amim  Ta'ayush 

Jahalin Solidarity  Temple Hillel B'nai Torah 

Jewish Liberation Theology Institute  The Jordan Valley Coalition 

Jewish Voice for Democracy and Justice in 

Israel/Palestine  Torat Tzedek - Torah of Justice 

Jordan Valley coalition  Veterans For Peace Santa Fe Chapter 

MachsomWatch: Women against the Occupation 

and for Human Rights  Water Coalition For Palestinians water rights 

  Yesh Din - Volunteers for Human Rights 



   

And the following joining individuals: 

 

Sandeep Pandey, General Secretary, 
Socialist Party (India) 
 
Angela Godfrey-Goldstein,Director  Ruth Barkai,Artist 

Dafna Bar Yosef ,Therapist Interior Design  Amir Noham 

Claire Oren,Arabic Teacher  Ellen Bridle 

Benina Gould,Psychologist  Sheila Blum 

Nomi Peled,Landscape Designs  Alberto Konate 

Steven Leibovitz  Miryam Halfin 

Hamadi Bengabsia,Activist  Shireen ,Mother 

Shula Gilad ,Senior Fellow At PON, HLS  Zakiya Kathawala 

Asma Rama ,Psychologist  Michal Blumenthal,Teacher 

Judy Mannaberg-Goldman,Activist  
Henry Szor,MD Psychiatrist and 
Psychoanalyst 

Avital Toch Bar-Haim,Peace Activist  Annelien Kisch 

Gilles Alexander ,Volunteer  Noa Schwartz Feuerstein ,Psycologist 

Becca Strober,Activist And Former Soldier  Susan Cohen,Retired Librarian 

Yael Sadan,Msc  Herzl Schubert,Teacher 

Shabnam Siddiqui,CNMT  Fatima Alidina,Ct Technologist 

Nina Sebba,Financial Officer  SylviaSchwarz,Retired Engineer 

Yoav Silbert,Dr.  Sara Jamal,Dr 

Miriam Halfin ,Pensioner  Dan Sarel,Psychologist 

Hava Ortman,Actress  Irit Hakim 

Yossi Guterman,Dr.  Orna Naor,Photographer 

Elisheva Gavra  Hilary Chiz,Combatants For Peace Member 

Ansa Zafar,Retired Assistant Professor At 
Lums  Sima Sasson,Peace Activist 

Mediha Sandhu,Business Owner  Sal Siyam 

Shlomit Yerushalmi,LCSW  Nurit Budinsky,Mathmatician 



Erika Eraqi,  
Don Raphael,American Friends Of 
Combatants For Peace, Board Member 

Nitsan Michaeli,Teacher  Laura Gilbert ,Manager 

Lowell P Rinker,Retired University CFO  Mahpara Khan 

Shelley Berlowitz,Historian  Anat Sarel,Psychologist 

Amir Pansky,Physiciat  Kathie Bender 

Nizar Farsakh,Board Member  Omri Eran Vardi,Volunteer 

Mili Mass,Ph.D.  Daniela Gordon,Psychologist 

Mirana Alam,Engineer  
Anwar Mhajne,Assistant Professor Of 
Political Science 

John Lewis Dickerson,Attorney  Dr. Hannah Safran,Volunteer 

Heba Macksoud  David Amitai,Archivist 

Hagar Gefen ,Phd Anthropologist  
Mirvat Mahmoud Azzeh,Media Advisor And 
Office Manager 

Steven DeLue,Professor Emeritus Political 
Science, Miami University  Naureen Bajwa ,Realtor 

Varda Heled,Pediatric Doctor Retired  Subie Jilani ,Accountant 

Dafna Hirsch,Doctor  Sarah Kreimer,Director, External Relations 

Nadia Zoha  Michal Wiener 

Roni Segoly  Sarah Waheed,MD 

Yoav Peck,None  
Luma Eldin,American Friends Of 
Combatants For Peace, Board Member 

Louis Frankenthaler,Director Of 
Development  Sana Fazal,Financial Analyst 

Iffaaz Salahudeen ,Senior Scientist  Cate Wheelhouse,Artist 

Aryeh Meckel  Natalie Ginsburg,A Woman 

Gili Meisler,New Media Manager  Shazia,Teacher 

Shahar Shiloach,PhD Candidate  Miriam Romero ,Teacher 

Yonatan Shargian ,Youth Counselor  Agavni Jessaijan,Entrepreneur 

Martin Goldberg  Mira Balaban,Dr. 

Liat Boltsman,Social Worker  Orna Susak,Writter, Youth Worker 

E Thomas Lawson,Professor Emeritus If 
Comparstive Religion  Ayesha Tousif 

Uki Maroshek,Adam Institute Director  Danah Ezekiel Clark 



Elisabetta Costantino,Call Center Employee  Edith Maor 

Meredith Webster,Rehearsal Director  Karen Emma Haber,Journalist 

Edith Breslauer  Ronit Dahan Amati,Lawyer 

Daniel Schurr,MD  Ayesha Khan 

Yair Bunzel  Gigi Pomerantz 

Douglas Letheren  Sally Karasov 

Billie Bauer,Teacher  Avshalom Rob,Engineer 

Yael Agmon,Citizen  
Ann Berdy,American Friends Of Combatants 
For Peace Board Member 

Shaheen Akhtar,Interfaith Liaison For 
Muslim Community At Large  Efrat Tal 

Choni Rinat  Ziyona Snir, Retiered Lecturer 

Janet Penn,Director Of Programs, Resource 
Development And Training  No'omi Rinat,Psychologist 

Michelle I. Gawerc,Associate Professor Of 
Sociology And Global Studies  Mahnaz Mohiuddin 

Silvia Davidson,Teacher  Marvah Sam,Student For Ecology 

Schindlerova Katerina,Dr  Chava Rubenson 

Oded Paporisch,Activist  Avi Shelzer 

Michal Blumenthal,Teacher  Udi Davidson,Psychotherapist 

Esti Micenmacher  Tal Marom 

Gina Gerszberg,Real Estate Broker  
Gili Getz,American Friends Of Combatants 
For Peace, Board Member 

Daniel Roth,Activist  Iffat Khan,Executive Assistant 

Henia Tirosh,Nurse  Kalsoom Saleem,Dr 

Naomi Benzer,Clinical Psychologist  Miky FIscher,Teacher 

Salman Chippa,IT Analyst  Perdita Fisher,Dentist 

Michael M Cohen,Rabbi  Cecilia Parodi ,Writer 

Shlomit Steinitz  Gil Sharon,Gardener 

Omer Karp,Consultant  Dina Azzam 

Roberta Elliott,President, Sisterhood Of 
Salaam Shalom  Naama Yaari 

Rivka Shaked Trainin,Pensioner And 
Volunteer  Andrea,Designer 



Nadine Quomsieh,Projects Manager  Carmi Ashboren,CEO 

Pnina Steiner  

Nancy Hawker,Senior Teaching Fellow In 
The School Of Languages, Cultures And 
Linguistics At SOAS, University Of London 

Nava Toledano  Julie Magidson 

Michele Handelman ,Advance Practice 
Nurse Practitioner Midwife  Aviva Konforti,Biochemist 

Suzanne Abu-Shaaban,Teacher  Amanda Jaczkowski,Specialist 

Michal Fux,Academic Researcher  Galit Mas Eider 

Alla Shainskaya,Dr.  Lisa Metzger 

Aharon Rivlin,Lawyer  Adi Argov,Clinical Psychologist 

Pamela Schachter,Educator  Inbal Reshef,Dr. 

Irit Ben Moshe,Art History Researcher  Mariam Ahmad,Student 

Mira Edelstein,Peace Activist  Nurit Budinsky,PhD, Mathematician 

RAM BEN MOSHE,A Academic Editor And 
Supervisor For Doctoral Students  Stephanie Weishaar,Hazzan 

Rabbi Sheila Peltz Weinberg,Rabbi  Carrer Roberta,Teacher 

Doubi Schwartz,Activist For Peace  
Robi,Spokesperson And Director 
International Relations 

Sara Carmeli,NGO  Snait Gissis,DR 

Mindy Sperling Mercado,American Friends 
Of Combatants For Peace, Board Member  Lamah M,Physician 

Suzan Murad  Yoel Gilon 

Paolo Farina,Headmaster  Yaacov Godo,Pendionate 

Rabeea Farhan,Dr.  
Alan H. Feldman,Board Member, American 
Friends Combatants For Peace 

Shehla Kamal,Physicain  Falestine Ali,Teacher 

Ben Yeger,Therapist  Gali Hendin,PhD. 

Nawal Mustafa,Human Rights Advocate  Ronen Skaletzky,Engineer 

Christine Jordan-Gross,Pharmacienne  David Shulman,Professor 

Nitsa Peled  Daphne Banai,Activist 

Samra Khurshid ,Md  Richard Lee,Teacher 

Hagit Beck,Editor  Nahoum Oltchik,Ms.C Chemistry 



Jude Liemburg,Member  Hadas Carmi,Musician 

Ayesha Chaudhary  Ann Rabin ,Dr. 

Dafna Alexandrovitch,Escorting Shepheards  Ariel Freedman,Activist 

Yonathan Shapir,Professor  Nora Rush,Dr. 

Tamara Erickson  Dalia Al Sayeh,GC 

Ali Mohiuddin,MD  Nirit Veiga,O, C 

Dr. Ellie Friedland,Associate Clinical 
Professor  Annarita Cenacchi 

Maxime Kuhlmey,MA  Talia Weinstein 

Anita Sulaiman,Consultant  Nina Reshef,Nina Reshef, MA 

SUSAN ARMSTRONG,Civil Engineer  Anat Tueg,Editor 

Miriam Schlesinger  Benjamin Arbel,Professor 

Angelika Mueller-Rowry,Master Of 
Socialwork, Retired  Sarah Levin,Artist 

Tamar Werner Yaron ,Ms.  HANNA BARAG 

Saida Ali,Physician  Judith Cain,Parenting Coach 

Yamna  
Rafael Garcia,Pastor, Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church 

Tahija Vikalo,Executive Director  Sandy Geva 

Uri Ben Assa,Human Rights Activists  Karin Lindner,Architect 

Nava Toledano ,Education  
Mahjabeen Syed,Retd. Radiology 
Technologist 

Marisa Elana James ,Rabbi  Jacob Conforti 

Shoshana Battat  Seema Altaf,Teacher 

Ñirit Oren Sternberg,NGO Manageres  Vivi Sury 

Rotem Levin ,Doctor  Bruna Travaglia 

Fabio Vogel,Dr.  Ruth Kedar,Yeah Din Volunteer 

Stefani Berger ,Teacher  Yuval Yung,Researcher 

Noga Kalinsky,Teacher  Danielle Bingham 

Shirli Nadav  Ronny Perlman,Machsomwatch Volunteer 

Moshe Shalit,Biologist  Yoav Hass,Consultant 



Rachel Ben Shitrit,Activist - Acompanying 
Shepherds  Rukhsana Ghouse,Homemaker 

Agnes Lavi,Teacher  
Benjamin Linder,American Friends Of 
Combatants For Peace, Board Member 

Rev. Will McGarvey,Executive Director  Drew Everett ,Educator 

Matthias-W. Engelke ,Dr.  Hillel Schocken,Architect 

Netta Golan,Architect  Meira Asher,Documentarist. Radio Artist 

Sharon Vogel,Passionate Pacifist  
Elisabeth Genn,American Friends Of 
Combatants For Peace, Board Member 

Neil Comess-Daniels,Rabbi  
Justyne Smagacz,Customer Experience 
Manager 

Guy Bollag,Student  David Elcott,Professor 

Toba Spitzer,Rabbi  Dr. Nura Resh 

Alan Singer,PROFESSOR OF EDUCATION  Shazia Khan,MD 

Zohar Shachar ,Script Writer  Nancy Stern,Associate Professor 

Barbara Wien,Professor  Amira Ityel,Family Therapit 

Jeremy Milgrom,Rabbi  Oded Bahar,Pentioner 

Osnat Ben Porat,Volentir  Orly Avraham,Msc 

Shirly Michalevich  Rafaela Barkay,Dr. 

 


